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WORLD ELDER ABUSE AWARENESS DAY 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [6.29 pm]: I rise to advise members that tomorrow is 
World Elder Abuse Awareness Day. The relevant United Nations General Assembly resolution reads — 

Decides to designate 15 June as the World Elder Abuse Awareness Day and invites all Member States, 
organizations of the United Nations system and other international and regional organizations, as well 
as civil society, including non-governmental organizations and individuals, to observe it in an 
appropriate manner; 

This resolution was part of a broader document to implement a range of initiatives to address the abuse of elders 
in member states. Members of this place will be aware that on 23 May I gave notice of a motion to establish 
a select committee to inquire into elder abuse and I am hopeful that members will unanimously support this 
inquiry. I was pleased that the notice of motion attracted the interest of the mainstream media even prior to the 
house having an opportunity to debate the motion. Raising general awareness of elder abuse is one of the 
significant roles we can play as elected members. I was pleased also that Advocare, which operates an elder 
abuse hotline, was able to provide public comment and promote its agency. The World Health Organization has 
adopted this definition of elder abuse — 

…“a single, or repeated act, or lack of appropriate action, occurring within any relationship where there 
is an expectation of trust which causes harm or distress to an older person”. 

Types of elder abuse include neglect and financial, psychological, sexual, physical and social abuse. It is 
distressing to me that around 70 per cent of abusers are said to be family members, most likely adult children, 
and that the main form of elder abuse is financial. What is also distressing is that this is why many cases of elder 
abuse are not reported. By reporting the abuse, the victim risks harming the relationship with their family 
member and thus their only avenue of family support. Financial abuse often occurs because of what has become 
known as “inheritance impatience”, a term I use frequently when addressing the issue of elder abuse. A report by 
Alzheimer’s Australia describes this as a situation in which — 

… family members deliberately or recklessly prematurely acquire their ageing relatives’ assets that they 
believe will, or should, be theirs one day. 

A study of 7 000 Australians over the age of 50 provides some explanation for the existence of inheritance 
impatience in that it discovered that the concept of a strong and supporting family structure was eroding and that 
self-interest was far more prevalent than self-sacrifice in the attitudes of adult children. In a culture of rising 
self-interest and inheritance impatience, it is important that we acknowledge the rising risk of financial abuse to 
elders. 

As for the prevalence of elder abuse, I note that it is estimated that by 2040, 21 per cent of Australia’s population 
will be over the age of 65 and by 2050, five per cent will be over the age of 85. The Crime and Research Centre 
at the University of Western Australia used a range of international prevalence and incidents estimates for elder 
abuse victimisation in 2011 to calculate an average prevalence rate for WA of 4.6 per cent. This translates to 
approximately 12 500 victims of some form of elder abuse in Western Australia. With the increased ageing of 
the population, if the prevalence of elder abuse is not reduced there could be around 24 000 victims of elder 
abuse annually by 2031. 

Advocare is the leading agency in Western Australia that services victims of elder abuse, mainly through its 
Elder Abuse Helpline. It provides a vital service to older Western Australians. In 2016, the then Liberal–National 
government invested $135 000, supporting the continuation of this helpline until December 2017. In the 2015–16 
financial year, Advocare had a total of 2 717 advocacy cases and 12 993 information calls. The calls it receives 
for information has more than tripled since 2013–14. Since 2013, it has held 3 639 information sessions with 
82 583 attendees. People who attend these sessions report feeling more empowered, able to recognise and 
respond to elder abuse and resourced with enough information to become an elder abuse champion. 

A case study in an annual report of Advocare puts a human face to this issue. It tells the true story of an 
84-year-old Vietnamese woman named Bao, who has limited English language skills. According my notes, the 
annual report states — 

Bao moved to Perth from another state to live with one of her sons. Bau and her son jointly co-owned 
the property in which they were residing (two other children contributed funds to their mother in order 
for her to own an equal share in the house). The son remarried and this subsequently resulted in conflict 
and abuse towards Bao from both her son and daughter-in-law. This included attempts to force Bao to 
sign an Enduring Power of Attorney (effective immediately), documents stating that she owes her son 
significant sums of money and immigration documents stating that her daughter-in-law is providing her 
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with care and support (Bao is independent). She was also threatened verbally and the matters escalated 
to pushing and slapping. Bao was assisted to contact an advocate through a social worker whilst in 
hospital. Bao was referred for legal advice through a community legal service and was also linked to 
a Vietnamese speaking solicitor who assisted her with correspondence to her son demanding return of 
personal property. The advocate provided Bao with information about her rights and options to address 
the situation. She also received support from the advocate to explore alternative housing options upon 
the sale of the jointly owned property as she was unable to purchase another property on her own. 

This story provides an example of the most common form of elder abuse: an adult child financially abusing his 
elderly parent. It also included physical abuse by the daughter-in-law. Advocare had the skills and resources to 
be able to connect Bao to avenues of support and without this help I doubt that Bao would have had the 
comprehensive assistance that she needed. It is important that Western Australian government departments, 
agencies and advocacy groups take advantage of World Elder Abuse Awareness Day tomorrow to draw attention 
and bring focus to this important issue and to advocate for vulnerable people like Bao, who otherwise would face 
a dismal final chapter of life. By working to eliminate elder abuse we show our value of the elderly and honour 
the life they have lived. I end with a quote from Pearl S. Buck who won a Nobel Prize in Literature in 1938, 
which states — 

Our society must make it right and possible for old people not to fear the young or be deserted by them, 
for the test of a civilization is the way that it cares for its helpless members. 

House adjourned at 6.38 pm 
__________ 
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